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P1 : Business Grant Request

If you would like to apply for a grant, please complete the following questionnaire.

Q1. Is your business located in the Cumberland, Barronett, or Comstock, WI zip code (54829, 54813,
or 54826)? If itis not, you are not eligible for this grant.

Yes

Q2. Are you the owner or authorized representative for the company?

Yes

If not owner, position at business: - Emily Schutte
Chamber Coordinator



P2 : Business Information

Please enter the following information about the business

Q3. Business Name

Cumberland Chamber of Commerce

Q4.
Field label Response
Address1 1277 2nd Ave
Address2 PO Box 665
City Cumberland
Zip Code 54829
State Wi
Phone 715.852.3378
Email info@cumberlandchamberwi.com
Q5. Website

www.cumberlandchamberwi.com



P3 : Applicant Information

Please enter the following applicant information

Q6.
Field label Response
First Name Emily
Last Name Schutte

Q7. Phone Number
9072237118

Q8. Please enter your email if different from business email

schutteclan@gmail.com



P4 : Business Description

Q9. Please tell us about your business. Please be as specific as possible. If the form does not have
enough space, please email additional pages to info@50peoplewhocare.org

Please include things like; type of business, number of employees, local suppliers used, what makes
you unique or essential to our community.

The Cumberland Chamber of Commerce is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization dedicated to advocating
for, promoting, and sustaining a vibrant business community in the Cumberland area. As the local
Chamber, we act as both an economic engine and a community hub, serving as the frontline promotional
voice for our small businesses, tourism, and civic life.

Our operations are led by 1 part-time Chamber Coordinator and 2 part-time chamber employees
supported by an active, volunteer Board of Directors, allowing us to keep overhead lean so resources
directly support community initiatives.

Local Suppliers & Contractors Used:

We strongly believe in practicing what we preach by keeping our spending local. For our ongoing building
renovation and development project, we utilize local trades and suppliers, including:

Local hardware and building material suppliers for paint, drywall, and interior finishing supplies.

Local contractors and trade professionals for drywall work, flooring, carpet installation, electrical, and
carpentry.

Local printers, media outlets, and service providers for Chamber marketing and event promotion.
What Makes Us Unique & Essential to Our Community:

The Cumberland Chamber is the connective tissue of our local economy. Beyond standard business
advocacy, we host and organize major civic traditions that bring thousands of visitors into town—most
notably our annual Rutabaga Festival, which just celebrated its 94th year, the Wisconsin State Ice Fishing
Contest and the 4th of July Spectacular.

What truly sets us apart right now is our commitment to downtown revitalization. We are transitioning our
physical footprint just a few doors down to a prominent corner location (the former Pendleton Pawn
building). This move isn't just about a new office; it's about creating a vibrant, multi-use community
anchor.

Having recently secured a WEDC Vibrant Spaces Grant, we completed an outdoor pavilion on a concrete
pad in our back parking area. This venue serves as an open, covered gather-space for the Rutabaga
Festival, community partners like the Thomas St. Angelo Public Library and the Cumberland Area Trails
Alliance, local pop-up events, and everyday residents or visitors looking for a welcoming spot to sit, eat
lunch, or enjoy a cup of coffee downtown.

By breathing new life into a prominent corner building and expanding public community space, the
Chamber is directly investing in the long-term beauty, foot traffic, and economic vitality of main street
Cumberland.



P5 : What is the plan

Q10. What is the plan for using the grant money (How will it be used)?

The requested grant money will be used directly to complete the interior renovation of our new corner
facility (the former Pendleton Pawn building), allowing us to fully transition our operations, open to the
public, and prepare our current building for sale.

Having already secured grant funding to build our outdoor community pavilion and invested Chamber
resources into drywall repair, fresh paint, and main-floor carpet purchasing, this grant will fund the final
required interior construction milestones:

New Ceiling Installation: Replacing damaged or outdated ceiling tiles throughout the primary workspace to
ensure energy efficiency, proper lighting, and a clean, professional environment for visiting community
members and business owners.

Backroom Flooring & Finishing: Installing durable, easy-to-clean commercial flooring and completing trim
work in the back storage and workroom areas to house Chamber event supplies, Rutabaga Festival
materials, and administrative archives.

Interior Painting & Detail Work: Finishing coat painting in administrative work areas and backrooms to
create a bright, welcoming atmosphere.

ADA-Compliant Restroom Completion: Installing a new, accessible door, hardware, and privacy features
on the building’s restroom so it is fully functional for staff, volunteers, and visiting guests.

Impact & Timeline:

Because major foundational work (drywall, outdoor pavilion, carpet procurement) is already complete,
100% of these grant funds will go toward immediate, actionable construction. Completing these final
interior tasks will allow us to officially move in, open our doors to tourists and local residents, and unlock
the value of our previous building by placing it back on the market.



P6 : Projected Benefit(s)

Q11. Projected benefit of plan execution (e.g. viability of business, growth/expansion of business,
impact on the community, etc...)

Moving to this prominent corner property substantially improves the Chamber’s long-term sustainability.
By completing these interior renovations, we can finalize our move and list our current building for sale.
The capital unlocked from that sale will strengthen our organizational reserves and allow us to reinvest
directly into economic development initiatives, small business grants, and community promotion rather
than maintaining aging infrastructure.

The new layout provides a dedicated, professional environment to meet with local business owners, host
committee meetings, and welcome tourists visiting the Island City. The upgraded backroom storage
guarantees we can safely house decades of festival equipment and promotional materials in one
centralized location, streamlining operations.

Occupying a retail space on a high-visibility corner activates a key intersection in Cumberland. Combined
with the newly completed WEDC-funded outdoor pavilion, this space transforms a standard office into an
active community anchor, drawing foot traffic to neighboring main-street businesses.

The overall project provides a free, accessible outdoor gathering area for local organizations and
residents. The indoor space will have a conference room and other indoor seating for the community to
gather. The indoor and outdoor spaces directly serve:

Civic Groups & Non-Profits: Organizations like the Thomas St. Angelo Public Library, the Cumberland
Area Trails Alliance, and local youth groups now have the option of a covered, outdoor venue or another
indoor area for meetings, storytimes, and events.

Community Traditions: Serve as a vital central hub for major city events, including our annual Rutabaga
Festival.

Everyday Public Use: Gives residents, workers, and tourists a clean, shaded space (whether indoor or
outdoor) to eat lunch, drink coffee, and enjoy downtown Cumberland.

Executing this plan transitions the Chamber from being simply an office to owning a modern, multi-use
community hub that drives local commerce and enhances quality of life for everyone in Cumberland.



